SAMPAN 


New  England's  Only  Chinese-English  Newspaper 

VOL.  XXX,  Jan.  4-Feb.  1,  2002  f\  vy  g 

Learning  to  Protest,  the 

American  Way: 

Immigrants  Learn  About  Local  Politics  While  Protesting  Adult 

Basic  Education  Budget  Cut 


INSIDE:  Local  News*Fred  Chin’s  Traditions*Pourazar  Ghaffar  Interview 


THE  SAMPAN 

A.A.C  .A. 

200  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


NON-PROFIT  ORG. 
U.S.  POSTAGE  PAID 
PERMIT  NO.  54358 
BOSTON,  MA 


LOCAL  NEWS 


The  Sampan  January  4,  2002  P.  2 


Centerfolds  and  Liberty 
Place  discussed  at  Dec.  17 
Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  Meeting 


By  Adam  Smith 

The  opening  of  the  strip  club  Centerfolds 
and  a  public  hearing  on  the  Liberty  Place 
Project  were  the  hot  topics  of  a  longer-than- 
usual  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
Meeting  on  Dec.  17  at  St.  James  Church. 

Centerfold  s  was  on  the  top  of  the  list. 
Chinatown  residents  and  businesses  have  been 
fighting  to  stop  the  La  Grange  St.  club  from 
opening,  but  on  Dec.  7,  Suffolk  Superior  Court 
Judge  Maria  Lopez  overruled  the  Office  of 
Cultural  Affairs  and  Licensing's  decision  to 
deny  the  joint  an  entertainment  license. 

"Judge  Lopez's  decision  in  favor  of 
Centerfolds  was  against  the  wishes  of  the 
Chinatown  community  and  businesses/'  said 
Councilor  Bill  Moy.  The  first  Chinatown  protest 
since  the  entertainment  license  was  issued  was 
on  Dec.  14. 

"We  had  a  very  good  showing  (at  the 
protest).  The  people  that  were  interviewed  on 
television  were  the  ...  people  of  the  communi¬ 
ty...  the  people  of  the  town  are  very  concerned 
about  the  quality  of  life  in  this  community," 
said  Moy. 

Boston  Police  Department  Sergeant 
Tom  Lema,  also  at  the  meeting,  supported  the 
protesting. 

"I  hope  that  everyone  is  in  for  the  long 
haul  on  this  one,"  said  Lema. 

But  talk  of  the  strip  club  was  quickly 
overshadowed  by  a  long  presentation  of  Liberty 
Place,  a  30-story  apartment  building  that  will  be 
built  on  660  Washington  St. 

Representatives  of  the  building's 
owner,  Charles  E.  Smith  Residential,  showed 
graphs  and  computer  generated  maps  as  they 
discussed  the  Draft  Project  Impact  Report,  a 
report  showing  resuits  the  building  would  have 
on  Chinatown,  such  as  shadows,  traffic,  and 
housing.  According  to  these  representatives. 


most  shadows  from  the  towering  building 
would  not  fall  on  Chinatown.  They  also  down¬ 
played  the  traffic  increase  likely  to  be  caused  by 
the  new  residents,  saying  there  would  be  a  drop 
off  area  in  the  apartment  complex.  And,  they 
said,  most  tenant  traffic  will  be  going  out  of 
Chinatown  during  peak  hours,  not  to 
Chinatown.  They  said  the  additional  468  apart¬ 
ments  would  help  ease  the  housing  crunch, 
especially  because  70  of  the  units  will  be  rented 
at  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority's 
affordable  housing  rate.  (The  rest  are  market 
rate  rooms.) 

Many  people  at  the  meeting  voiced 
their  concerns  after  the  presentation.  Many 
opposed  the  project. 

Henry  Yee,  the  co-chair  of  the 
Chinatown  Residents  Association,  spoke  against 
the  building.  He  said  the  building  is  too  high. 

He  worried  about  the  traffic  and  noise  pollu¬ 
tion.  He  feared  that  apartment  prices  would  go 
up. 

Jeremy  Liu,  of  the  Asian  Community 
Development  Corporation,  also  had  problems 
with  the  building.  He  said  he  thought  shadows 
would  be  a  problem  and  he  said  the  traffic 
would  increase  too  much. 

Representatives  of  Liberty  Place 
defended  the  project.  They  said  that  they  had 
been  working  with  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council  and  others  in 
Chinatown  for  years.  They  said  the  building 
would  benefit  the  community,  reminding  that 
15%  of  the  apartments  are  affordable,  and  that 
during  the  construction  they  would  tear  down 
Liberty  Bookstore,  a  Chinatown  porn  shop. 

They  also  said  jobs  would  be  created. 

Another  Liberty  Place  presentation  will 
be  at  the  Jan.  22  Neighborhood  Council 
Meeting.  The  presentation  will  include  inter¬ 
preters  to  translate  the  meeting  into  Chinese. 


Number  of 
Homeless  Increases 
According  to 
Homeless  Census 


Massage  Parlor  Closed 
By  City 

The  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  and  Safety  Committee's  talk  of  a  suspicious  massage 
parlor  proved  to  have  merit  after  city  authorities  closed  the  illegal  parlor  last  week.  Golden 
Finger  Health  Club,  located  in  a  residential  area  of  Chinatown,  was  often  talked  about  suspiciously 
at  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  Meetings  and  at  Safety  Committee  Meetings.  City  health 
inspectors  shut  down  the  parlor  at  8  Johnny  Court  last  Wednesday  night  because  it  didn't  have  a 
license  and  it  employed  unlicensed  masseuses,  according  to  the  City  Commissioners  Office.  The 
Inspectional  Service  Department  was  acting  in  response  to  residents'  complaints.  Inside  the  parlor, 
inspectors  found  bottles  of  pills,  alcohol  and  used  enema  containers. 


On  Dec.  13  Mayor  Thomas 
M.  Menino,  Kelley  Cronin, 
director  of  the  Emergency 
Shelter  Commission,  and  other 
advocates  fighting  homelessness 
in  Boston  spoke  about  the  2001 
Boston  Homeless  Census. 

According  to  the  group, 
the  number  of  homeless  in 
Boston  has  increased  54%  in  the 
past  10  years. 

"We  predicted  that  the 
number  of  homeless  people  in 
Boston  would  increase.  And, 
unfortunately,  we  were  right... 
These  are  real  people,  living  in 
shelters  and  on  the  streets,"  said 
Menino. 

The  homeless  census 
counts  the  number  of  Boston's 
homeless  found  on  the  street 
and  in  shelters  on  a  given  night. 
This  time,  6,001  homeless  people 
were  counted,  3%  more  than 
counted  in  the  homeless  census 
of  2000.  In  1991,  3,893  people 
were  counted. 

This  most  recent  count 
found  277  men  and  women  on 
the  street,  most  the  rest  were  in 
shelters,  and  some  were  in 
domestic  violence  programs. 
Boston's  efforts  to  help  fight 


homelessness  include  securing 
$14  million  in  federal  McKinney 
funds  for  homeless  programs 
and  partnering  with  local  shel¬ 
ters  and  community  groups. 

"...We  can't  do  it  alone.  We 
need  our  state  and  federal  lead¬ 
ers  on  our  side,"  said  Menino. 

In  related  news,  on  Dec. 
12,  the  United  States  Conference 
of  Mayors  released  a  survey 
showing  that  in  27  major 
American  cities,  homelessness 
has  risen  over  the  last  year. 

According  to  the  U.S. 
Conference  of  Mayor's  survey, 
requests  for  emergency  food 
assistance  increased  by  an  aver¬ 
age  of  23%  in  the  cities  surveyed 
since  last  year.  Requests  for 
Emergency  shelter  assistance 
has  increased  by  13%. 

All  cities  surveyed  pre¬ 
dicted  that  in  2002  they  would 
need  to  request  food  and  shelter 
assistance  to  help  their  homeless 
population.  Boston  was  one  of 
the  cities  surveyed  in  the  report. 


— Adam  Smith 
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New  Face  at 
CPA 

Sam  Lowe  will  serve 
as  the  Chinatown 
Progressive 

Association's  acting  direc¬ 
tor  starting  this  month. 
Lydia  Lowe,  no  relation  to 
Sam  Lowe,  is  CPA's  direc¬ 
tor,  and  will  be  taking  a 
leave  of  absence  for  sever¬ 
al  months. 

Mr.  Lowe  has 
served  as  an  assistant  pas¬ 
tor  at  the  White  Street 
Baptist  Church  in  East 
Boston,  and  as  a  clinical 
instructor  and  lecturer  for 
New  England  Deaconess. 


INS  Application  Rates  Rise 

The  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  will  increase  fees 
for  immigration  benefits  and  services.  The  new  fees  were  pub¬ 
lished  on  Dec.  21  in  the  Federal  Register  and  will  start  Feb.  19. 
The  average  fee  increase  is  $20  per  application.  According  to  INS, 
the  fee  adjustment  provides  INS  with  the  funding  needed  to  process 
new  immigration  petitions  and  applications  in  a  timely  manner. 
Federal  guidelines  require  INS  to  review  fees  every  two  years  to 
ensure  that  it  is  recovering  the  costs  of  providing  immigration  ser¬ 
vices,  rather  than  supporting  those  services  with  tax  revenue. 

INS  Announces  Suspension  of 
Cambodian  Adoptions 

The  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  suspended  process¬ 
ing  adoption  petitions  in  Cambodia  and  ordered  a  review  of 
the  adoption  process  in  Vietnam,  according  to  a  Dec.  21  INS 
Website  pressrelease.  Thirteen  families  are  currently  involved  in  dis¬ 
putes  over  the  validity  of  their  orphan  petitions  with  respect  to  chil¬ 
dren  in  Cambodia  and  Vietnam.  These  concerns  were  first  identified 
by  the  U.S.  embassy  in  Cambodia. 

"INS'  responsibility  to  determine  that  a  child  is  truly  an  orphan 
must  never  be  tainted  by  any  action  that  results  in  the  exploitation 
of  innocent  children  by  separating  them  from  their  biological  families  as  a 
result  of  fraud,  trafficking  in  human  beings  or  other  criminal  activity,"  said  INS 
Commissioner  James  Ziglar. 

Ziglar  announced  a  series  of  initiatives  that  he  said  will  improve  and 
strengthen  the  integrity  of  the  adoption  program,  as  follows: 

*In  conjunction  with  the  DOS,  the  INS  will  discuss  with  the  Cambodian  gov¬ 
ernment  to  establish  an  adoption  process  that  will  protect  Cambodian  and 
prospective  adoptive  parents'  interests 

*INS  will  initiate  a  general  review  of  international  adoption  procedures; 

*INS  will  continue  to  work  with  the  DOS  to  identify  weaknesses  in  the  process 
and  implement  the  principles  of  the  Hague  Convention  on  foreign  adoptions 
which  regulates  foreign  country  adoption  procedures  and  international  adop¬ 
tion  agencies 

*  INS  will  host  a  summit  with  adoption  agencies  and  advocacy  groups  to  dis¬ 
cuss  international  adoption  issues  and  methods  by  which  the  INS  and  such 
agencies  can  give  prospective  parents  a  clear  and  realistic  understanding  of  the 
international  adoption  process. 

Information  for  this  article  urns  taken  from  the  INS  Website 
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Immigrants  Get  Lesson  in  Local  Politics  While 
Protesting  Adult  Basic  Education  Budget  Cut 


By  Adam  Smith 
(Anita  Chang  contributed  to  this  story) 


Adult  immigrant  students  in 

Massachusetts  got  more  than  they 
bargained  for  when  they  fought 
against  the  proposed  cut  in  Adult  Basic 
Education.  Not  only  did  they  help  get 
most  the  money  get  restored  (when  the 
supplemental  budget  was  signed  on 
Dec.  19),  they  also  got  a  crash  course  in 
local  politics. 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  what 
happened,  the  proposed  state  budget 
crammed  through  right  before 
Thanksgiving  contained  a  44%  cut  for 
ABE  (about  $13  million  would  be  gone). 
ABE  includes  English  as  a  second  lan¬ 
guage  for  immigrants,  GED  programs, 
literacy  classes  and  other  basic  educa¬ 
tion  courses  for  adults.  The 
Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Adult 
Education  informed  ABE  program  coor¬ 
dinators  all  over  the  state  of  the  cut  and 
sent  them  almost  daily  updates.  MCAE 
also  informed  the  ABE  coordinators  of 
how  to  fight  the  cut.  Teachers  of  ABE 
and  their  students  quickly  followed 
MCAE's  advice  and  organized  to  get 
the  money  back.  Here  in  Chinatown, 
ABE  teachers  at  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  and  the  Boston 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center  had 
their  students  write  to  legislators  and 
call  representatives  and  even  march  to 
the  State  House. 

"There  was  a  very  well-orga¬ 
nized  response...  people  mobilized  and 
went  to  the  State  House...  It  became 
apparent  that  it  was  very  important  that 
the  money  get  restored,"  said  Paul 
Wingle,  a  special  assistant  to  Senate 
President  Tom  Birmingham,  of  the 
protest  against  the  ABE  cuts.  He  said 
that  the  receptionist  at  the  Senate 
President's  office  estimated  that  about 
1,000  calls  concerning  ABE  came  in  a 
day. 

"We  haven't  even  counted  the 
number  of  letters  yet,"  Wingle  said. 

In  this  story,  you  will  meet  the 
Chinatown  ABE  teachers  and  students 
who  helped  in  the  statewide  effort  to 
get  the  money  restored. 

"Despite  the  horror  of  poten¬ 
tially  losing  our  classes  (from  the  bud¬ 


get  cut)...  it  was  really  inspirational  see¬ 
ing  this  population,  which  is  usually 
seen  as  quiet.. .and  not  active  (political¬ 
ly)...  making  an  unquestionable  differ¬ 
ence  (in  helping  to  get  the  money 
restored),"  said  Maryana  Huston,  the 
ABE  English  as  a  second  language  pro¬ 
gram  director  at  the  Boston  Chinatown 


Above,  middle,  AACA’s 
Richard  Goldberg  with  stu¬ 
dents  at  ABE  protest 


Neighborhood  Center. 

"The  state  made  a  big  mistake 
waking  up  this  group,"  said  Stan 
Kaplan,  an  Adult  Basic  Education  ESL 
teacher  also  at  BCNC. 

The  two  said  they  had  never 
participated  in  such  a  large  campaign 
before.  They  said  they  first  notified  staff 
and  kept  them  updated  about  the  bud¬ 
get  and  told  the  students  what  was 
going  on. 

"I  went  around  and  talked  to 
many  of  the  classes...  (I  told  them:) 
we're  going  to  fight  this.  The  students 
were  ready  (to  help),"  Huston  said. 

"I  told  my  students  to  call  and 
write  their  representatives,"  Kaplan 
said.  "The  students  were  more  nervous 
about  losing  their  ESL  courses  than  call¬ 
ing  their  representatives." 

Richard  Goldberg,  an  ABE 
English  as  a  second  language  teacher  at 
the  Asian  American  Civic  Association, 
said  he  did  the  same. 

"It  was  pretty  clear  that  we 
would  need  to  write  letters,  make 
phone  calls  and  visit  the  State  House," 
Goldberg  said.  "I  told  my  students  very 
frankly  and  clearly  what  was  going  on. 
First  we  talked  about  some  vocabulary: 
'budget' ...  'restore'...  then  we  put  it  in 
the  context  of  their  life.  We  let  students 
know  that  this  fight  is  winnable...They 
knew  what  they  were  doing  (when  they 
started  protesting  the  cut).  We  didn't 


make  them.  No  one  rejected  it.  This  was 
a  great  civics  lesson.  It  was  something 
real." 

Meet  the  students 

"I  was  sad,  upset,"  said  Lily 
Zhou,  an  ABE  student  taking  English  as 
a  second  language  at  the  AACA.  "My 
teacher  told  me  that  a  lot  of  money  was 
being  cut  from  ABE  and  that  it  would 
be  a  big  problem  for  us...  at  that  time  I 
wondered  if  protesting  was  worth  it.  I 
thought  it  would  be  hopeless." 

Zhou  came  to  the  United  States  from 
China  less  than  a  year  ago.  She  was 
planning  to  enter  her  final  ESL  course 
at  the  AACA  in  the  spring,  but  would¬ 
n't  be  able  to  do  so  if  the  cuts  stood.  The 
ABE  courses  '  ,e,  as  in  most  places 

across  the  state  would  have  had  to  end 
because  the  huge  State  cuts  would  have 
likely  forced  the  federal  government  to 
stop  funding  the  ABE  programs,  too. 

The  federal  government  gives  the  state 
money  for  ABE  as  long  as  the  state 
gives  ABE  at  least  90%  of  what  it  did 
the  previous  year.  The  Federal  govern¬ 
ment  currently  gives  $10.5  million  to 
Massachusetts'  ABE  programs. 

Zhou  said  that  though  she  had 
never  participated  in  any  sort  of  protest 
before,  and  that  it  is  mostly  illegal  to  do 
so  in  her  home  country,  she  wasn't  ner¬ 
vous  about  writing  her  legislator  or 
going  to  the  State  House  because  it  was 
a  group  effort. 

"It  worked,"  she  said,  adding 
that  she's  now  more  interested  in  U.S. 
local  politics. 

James  Huang,  who  came  to  the 
U.S.  from  China  two  years  ago,  also 
takes  English  ABE  courses  at  the 
AACA. 

"If  the  state  cut  the  ABE 
money,  then  I  wouldn't  haye  a  chance 
to  study  English  anymore,"  Huang  said. 
"It's  not  only  for  me,  but  also  for  my 
people." 

"I  know  that  if  I  want  to  live  in 
the  U.S.,  I  need  to  improve  my 
English...  I  thought,  if  I  can  do  some¬ 
thing  to  help  get  the  money  restored, 
then  I  wanted  to  do  it.  I  wanted  to  take 
responsibility." 

Huang  wrote  a  letter  to  his  leg¬ 


islator  and  even  talked  about  the 
Budget  cuts  on  a  Malden  public  access 
show. 

"I  learned  not  to  only  accept 
the  government's  decision.  I  will  have 
my  own  voice.  Here  is  open  to  my 
voice.  In  China,  the  government  is  the 
government  and  the  people  are  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Here  there  is  interaction.  It  is  possi¬ 
ble  to  be  involved." 

Bik  Sim  Lam,  who  was  finish¬ 
ing  her  last  ABE  English  course  at  the 
AACA  and  would  not  have  been  direct¬ 
ly  affected  by  the  cuts.  But  she  still  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  protest  by  writing  and 
going  to  the  State  House. 

She  said  she  did  it  because  she 
"wants  all  the  immigrants  to  be  able  to 
study  English."  She  came  here  from 
Hong  Kong  in  1986.  She  said  that  if  the 
ABE  classes  didn't  exist  and  she  had  to 
pay  for  expensive  tuition  based  ESL 
programs,  she  would  have  likely  put  off 
learning  English.  She  said  she  had 


Bik  Sim  Lam 


never  protested  before,  but  for  this 
cause  she  did  and  would  do  it  again. 

Man-Chok  Tin,  who  came  here 
from  Hong  Kong  11  months  ago  and 
who  is  also  studying  ABE  English  at  the 
AACA,  even  talked  to  Birmingham's 
aide,  Colin  Mahoney.  He  told  him  the 
importance  of  ABE. 

"I  was  very  sad  when  I  found 
out  that  ABE  was  (going  to  be)  cut.  I 
just  came  here  from  Hong  Kong.  I 
wanted  to  learn  English.  If  I  don't  have 
good  English,  I  can't  survive. 

...We  had  to  have  a  voice. 

Like  I  said  in  my  letter  to 
Birmingham  (he  wrote  to  Birmingham 
asking  for  the  ABE  money  to  be 
restored):  If  you  didn't  have  an  educa¬ 
tion,  how  could  you  do  what  you  do 
(,  Mr.  Birmingham)?" 

"I  don't  have  any  experience 
writing  in  English,"  said  Alex  Chow, 
who  came  here  from  Hong  Kong  14 
years  ago  and  is  in  the  AACA's  ABE 


AACA  Students  of  Adult  Basic  Education  Inside  the  State  House 
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Continued  from  page  three 


Invi tati on 


English  course.  "So,  1  let  my  oldest  son  look  at  my  letter  (to  Thomas  Finneran)  to 
check  the  grammar.  1  worked  on  my  letter  for  four  nights." 

"I  didn't  feel  so  good  when  I  found  out  the  budget  was  being  cut...  Right 
now  the  economy  is  pretty  tough...  But  we  are  the  taxpayers.  We  work  and  pay 
taxes... 

If  my  English  is  not  good,  I  can't  find  a  good  job  to  support  my  family." 


The  Letters,  Calls  and  Walks  to  the  State  House 

Most  of  the  calls  to  representatives  were  scripted.  The  ABE  teachers  told 
the  students,  some  who  could  hardly  speak  English,  basically  what  to  say  and  then 
to  write  down  whether  or  not  that  representative  committed  to  restoring  the 
money. 

"1  was  so  impressed  by  the  students...  there  were  hundreds  of  people  call¬ 
ing,"  Huston  said. 

"They  didn't  seem  nervous  about  doing  it,"  Kaplan  said.  "I  see  the  stu¬ 
dents  (in  general)  have  trouble  making  phone  calls...  and  they  did  it...  I  sent  the 
most  willing  students  to  make  the  calls  first.  Then,  they  came  back  the  next  day 
and  told  the  class.  That  inspired  the  rest  to  do  it." 

As  for  the  letter  writing,  teachers  at  the  AACA  and  BCNC  told  the  stu¬ 
dents  to  make  basic  points  -  that  they  wanted  the  money  restored  -  but  not  to  sim¬ 
ply  copy  one  format. 

Here's  some  excerpts  from  letters  from  students  of  both  organizations: 

"Dear  Senator  Birmingham, 

...I'm  an  immigrant.  English  is  very  important  for  me.  I  need  to  study 
more  English  ...to  help  me  ...  live  in  the  U.S.A.  Now  you  cut  the  budget  for  Adult 
Education.  I'm  very  angry.  I  hope  you  can  give  us  a  chance...  (to)...  learn  English" 

"Dear  Mr.  Finneran, 

...Everybody  says  I  am  very  smart.  If  you  can  restore  the  budget  to  (help 
me)  continue  my  study(ing),  I  willdo  ...  excellent  work  and  volunteer  in  the  com¬ 
munity  in  the  future...'1 


Chinese  New  Year  Issue  -  Feb  1,  2002 


Ad  Order  Form  (by  mail  or  fax) 


Repeat: 

Repeat 

Repeat  &  Red  color 

Change  Size: 

Full  page 

Half  page 

Quarter 

1/8 

Others 

Change  color: 

Red 

Others 

Change  content: 

attached 

to  be  faxed 

New  Ad:  Size 

Color 

Company  Name 


Contact  Person 

Title 

Telephone 

Fax 

Sampan  Ad  :  200  Tremont  StreetBoston  MA  02116  Fax:617-482-2316 


The  SAMPAN  newspaper 

A  small  boat  that  connects  you  with 
the  Asian  American  community. 


Subscribe  now!  Let  it  directly  sail  to  you. 


□  $60.00  first  class  mail  for  22  copies/year 

□  $30.00  third  class  mail  for  22  copies/year 


"Dear  Thomas  Finneran, 

...Every  year  I  pay  the  school  taxes  for  education.  Now,  the  state  govern¬ 
ment  (is  going  to)  cut  the  (adult  basic)  education  budget.  (They're  going)  to  save 
the  money  for  what?  The  Big  Dig?  ..." 

"Dear  Mr.  Finneran: 

...I  came  to  the  United  States  two  years  ago.  I  wanted  to  make  a  good  life 
and  have  more  opportunities  to  broaden  my  horizons  in  the  future.  Therefore  I 
decided  to  come  to  the  United  States.  My  parents  and  I  had  many  difficulties  ... 
because  of  the  different  cultures  and  languages.  I  also  had  a  hard  time  finding  a 
job.  ...At  this  moment  ABE...  (is)  close...  to  me  and  is  my  only  hope  in  the  United 
States.  I  learn  about  the  American  culture  and  some  basic  computer  and  English 
skills  in  ABE  ...  everyday." 

How  did  the  folks  at  the  State  House  respond? 

"I  think  on  some  level  it  was  gratifying  to  see  such  a  response  from  new 
immigrants,"  said  Wingle,  special  assistant  to  Birmingham.  "It  was  a  good  demon¬ 
stration  (to  them)  on  how  American  politics  work." 


Why  such  support  for  Adult  Basic 
Education? 

The  ABE  teachers  Sampan  interviewed  seemed  more  than  just 
worried  about  losing  their  jobs  if  the  money  wasn't  restored.  They  knew 
the  importance  of  Adult  Basic  Education.  And  the  students  didn't  just 
seem  worried  about  not  going  up  to  the  next  level  of  their  classes  if  the 
money  was  cut.  They  worried  about  fellow  immigrants  who  wouldn't 
have  a  chance,  either. 

"Many  of  the  students  and  teachers  were  really  worried,"  Kaplan 
said.  "...It  doesn't  seem  like  a  lot  of  money  in  the  whole  scheme  of  things. 
And  the  benefits  (of  ABE)  seem  so  strong." 

"It  wouldn't  have  been  a  cut,  but  a  closure  (for  most  the  ABE 
classes),"  Huston  said. 

Goldberg  has  pointed  out  that  ABE  is  an  investment  in  the  immi¬ 
grant  society,  making  them  more  skilled  and  thus  strengthening  the  econ¬ 
omy. 

These  ideas  are  backed  up  by  a  research  report  released  in  2000  by 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  for  a  New  Commonwealth,  "New  Skills  for  a 
New  Economy." 

The  report  found  the  following: 

*About  1.1  million  of  Massachusetts's  3.2  million  workers  are  ill 
equipped  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  state's  rapidly  changing  economy. 

*Of  this  1.1  million  ,  195,000  are  immigrant  workers  with  severely 
limited  English  skills  and  280,000  are  people  without  a  high  school  diplo¬ 
ma. 

*Low  income-earning  minority  women  would  especially  be  hurt 
by  the  budget  cuts:  In  1999,  60.5%  of  ABE  students  were  women  (39.5  % 
were  men),  about  13%  of  ABE  students  where  Asian,  18%  were  black,  32% 
were  Hispanic  and  about  37%  were  white. 

On  top  of  those  three  points,  the  ESL  waiting  lists  are  long  and 
are  getting  longer.  And  the  recent  increase  in  layoffs  are  making  it  harder 
for  immigrants  to  find  decent  work,  especially  if  their  English  is  poor. 


Name: _  Telephone: 

Address: 


Please  tear  this  off  and  send  it  back  with  your  check  to 
Sampan  Subscription,  200  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116 
Check  payable  to:  Asian  American  Civic  Association 

Address  Change: 

Old  address: _ 

New  Address: 


We’ve  Got  Eastern 
.  Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem 
and  constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick  .... 

SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(781)  253-8477 
63  Ncwhall  Avenue. 
Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 
COMMONS 
(508)845-1161 
Route  9.  Shrewsbury 
STONE  RUN  EAST 
(781)331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way, 
Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 
(508)  852-0060 
161  W.  Mountain  Street 
Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 
(508)  875-8661 
46  Irving  Street. 
Framingham 
WEYMOUTH 
COMMONS/EAST 
(781)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21. 
Weymouth 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 
APARTMENTS 
(508)674-1111 
102  South  Main  Street. 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(978)470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street.  Andover 
BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Rd„  Beverly 
BROCKTON  COMMONS 
(508)  584-2373 
55  City  Hall  Plaza.  . 
Irockton 

AXON  COMMONS 
(617)  472-6766 
1001  Southern  .Artery. 
Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(781)871-3049 
Legion  Drive.  Hanover 
ADAMS  VILLAGE 
(617)328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street. 
Dorchester 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(781)  545-2233 

65  North  River  Road,  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHdOL 

APARTMENTS 

(781)749-8677 

86  Central  Stjeet.  Hingham 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393  . 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 
QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)328-6727 
1  Canton  Raod.  Quincy 
RIVER  VIEW  COMMONS 
(978)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 

& 
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Help  Wanted 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Human  Resources  Division 

mm 


irefighter 


Lnlry  Level  Municipal  .Service  Examination 
Cities  aud  Tonus 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  is  currently  in  search  of  men  and 
women  who  would  like  to  pursue  this  exciting  and  rewarding  career. 


Application  Deadline: 

Friday,  February  1,  2002 

Written  Examination: 

Saturday,  April  27,  2002 

Minimum  Qualifications 


*  You  must  be  at  least  age  1 9  as  of  February  1.2002. 

♦  You  must  be  a  non-smoker  at  the  time  of  and  after  appointment. 

•  If  you  will  be  32  or  older  as  of  February  1, 2002,  please  obtain  and  read  the  detailed  examination 

announcement  before  applying. 

♦  You  must  pass  a  medical  and  physical  ability  examination  prior  to  appointment. 

A  $35  application  fee  (payable  by  money  order)  or  a  request  for  fee  waiver  must  be 
submitted  with  your  application.  Visa,  Mastercard  and  Discover/Novus  are  accepted  at  the  HRD 
Customer  Service  Center.  (No  personal  checks  or  cash  will  be  accepted.) 

Additional  information  about  the  examination,  eligibility  requirements,  and  the  application 
process  is  available  at  the  Human  Resources  Division,  Customer  Service  Center,  One  Ashburton 
Place  (2nd  Floor),  Boston,  MA  02108.  Hours  are  M-F,  8:45  AM-  5  PM.  You  may  also  call 
617-727-3777  in  the  Boston  area  or  1-800-392-6178  outside  the  Boston  area.  Recorded 
information  is  available  24  hours  a  day  by  calling  617-727-3777,  extension  246.  Applications 
may  also  be  obtained  at  most  city  and  town  halls,  and  at  local  fire  stations. 

Boston  area  outside  Boston  area 

<>17-727-3777  1-800-392-61 78 

Women,  minorilies,  veterans  and  people  with  disabilities  are  encouraged  to  ajiply. 

The  C/immonwealtk  of  Massadmsetts  is  an  tv/ual  Opportunity  Employer. 


FOCUS 


On  Children 

Boston  Public  Schools 


Recruitment  Fair  for 
Teachers  and 
Administrators 

February  2,  2002 
Roxbuky  Community  College 
9  a.m.  - 1  P.M. 


We  antidpate  teaching  and  administrative  vacancies  in  a  variety  of 
academic  and  instructional  leadership  positions.  In  support  of  our 
on-going  HR  diversity  initiatives,  we  are  actively  seeking  certified 
teachers,  current  teacher  education  program  candidates,  non-tradi- 
tional  teacher  candidates,  current  administrators  and  teachers  interest¬ 
ed  in  administrative/instructional  leadership  positions.. 

We  will  be  conducting  interviews,  by  appointment  only, 
in  the  following: 

•  All  K-12  Teaching  Areas,  induding  the  critical  needs  areas  of 
Mathematics,  Science,  Bilingual  Education  and  Spedal  Education 

•  All  Administrative/Instructional  Leadership  Positions,  induding: 
Prindpal /Headmaster,  Assistant  Principal/Headmaster,  Director  of 
Instruction,  Roland  Hayes  School  of  Music  Program  Director, 
Mathematics  Coach  and  Literary  Coach 

Please  send  a  resume  and  cover  letter,  indicating  whether  you  are 
interested  in  an  interview  for  a  teaching  position  or  an  administra¬ 
tive/instructional  leadership  position,  by  January  25,  2002  to: 

Teacher  Recruitment  Fair/RCC 
Boston  Public  Schools  -  Office  of  Human  Resources 
26  Court  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 
or  fax  to  617-635-1579 

Sponsored  by:  Boston  Public  Schools,  Boston  Teachers  Union,  Black 
Educators  Alliance  of  Massachusetts,  Black  Ministerial  Alliance, 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Community  Organizations  for  Reform 
Now  (ACORN),  Voices  for  Children,  National  Black  College  Alliance, 
Boston  Higher  Education  Partnership  and  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education. 

The  Boston  Public  Schools  is  an  aj, 

that  actively  seeks  applications from  candidates  if  color,  women 
dates  committed  to  our  focus  on  children. 


RECEPTIONIST 

Health  Center  in 
Brookline  hiring  part- 
time  receptionist. 
Tues.  &  Thurs. 
10:30  a.m.-  4:00  p.m. 
Fri. 3:30p.m. -8:30  p.m. 
Must  be  fluent  in 
English  and 
responsible.  Contact 
Robert  Tang  at  6 1 7- 
232-2819  or  email 
resume  to 

roberttang@mediaone . 
net 


BROOK  SCHOOL,  NORTH  ANDOVER,  MA 

Dean  of  Community  and  Multicultural  Development 

The  Dean  of  Community  and  Multicultural  Development  will  be  a  member  of  the  Senior  Adminis¬ 
trative  Team  and  report  to  the  Headmaster.  The  Dean  will  manage  leadership  of  the  School's  multi¬ 
cultural  and  diversity  efforts,  reaching  into  every  area  of  school  life  and  administration:  faculty 
recruitment,  development  and  retention,  admission,  curriculum,  student  life  and  development  and 
trustee  development.  The  Dean  will  chair  the  Department  of  Community  and  Multicultural  Devel¬ 
opment,  which  will  include,  in  addition  to  the  Dean,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  the  Director  of  ad¬ 
mission  (or  her  designate),  the  Academic  Dean,  one  Dean  of  Students  and  the  Director  of  Devel¬ 
opment  (or  her  designate).  The  Department  under  the  leadership  of  the  Dean  will  propose  goals 
for  the  Department  on  an  annual  basis.  The  Dean  will  make  regular  reports  to  the  administration,  the 
faculty  and  the  trustees.  Brooks  is  firmly  committed  to  diversity  and  to  multicultural  development  in 
every  aspect  of  the  life  of  the  School:  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  faculty,  the  student  body,  the  cur¬ 
riculum  and  the  entire  educational  program.  The  Dean  will  have  the  full  and  active  support  of  the 
Headmaster,  the  senior  administrative  team  and  the  trustees.  Broad  responsibilities  include  work¬ 
ing  to  educate  and  broaden  the  views  of  the  entire  Brooks  community  on  issues  related  to  diversity 
and  multiculturalism. 

*  In  the  area  of  Student  Affairs,  oversee,  support  and  advise  Students  Embracing  Culture  - 
and  possibly  other  organizations  -  as  well  as  advising  and  supporting  individual  students. 

*  Work  with  the  Deans  of  Students,  as  appropriate,  in  other  areas  of  student  life  including 
orientation,  the  advisor  system,  student  activities,  dormitory  life  and  discipline, 

*  Work  with  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  to  improve  effectiveness  and  success  in  recruiting  faculty  of 
color.  Identify  and  cultivate  appropriate  candidates.  Work  with  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  to 
develop  initiatives  to  aid  in  retaining  faculty  of  color  once  they  are  hired. 

*  Work  with  the  Academic  Dean  to  clarify  the  vision  for  incorporating  multicultural  issues  into 
the  curriculum;  to  assess  and  evaluate  the  present  curriculum  -  to  make  recommendations  to 
departments,  to  the  Curriculum  Committee  and  to  the  Faculty;  to  recommend  where  appropriate 
training  and  education  for  members  of  the  Faculty  and  Administration. 

*  Work  with  the  Admission  Office  to  expand  and  enhance  our  marketing  efforts,  identifying 
and  attracting  candidates  and  meeting  with  prospective  candidates  and  families. 

*  Work  with  the  Development  Office  to  identify  and  pursue  individuals,  foundations  and 
corporations  capable  of  funding  programs  related  to  diversity  and  multiculturalism;  to  build 
connections  and  networks  to  identify  and  tap  volunteer  resources;  to  develop  specific  goals 
in  seeking  and  obtaining  grants;  to  engage,  as  appropriate,  members  of  the  Faculty, 
Administration  and  Board  of  Trustees  in  pursuing  grants. 

The  Dean  will  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Headmaster’s  Staff,  the  Administrative  Staff  the  Curricu¬ 
lum  Committee,  the  Admission  Committee  and  the  CORE  Group;  will  reside  on  campus;  will  also 
be  involved  in  teaching  and/or  coaching  and/or  admission,  depending  on  the  qualifications  and  the 
interests  of  the  successful  candidate  and  the  needs  of  the  School. 

The  Dean  will  have  a  budget  for  the,  Office  of  Community  and  Multicultural  Development  and  will 
share  an  administrative  assistant. 

The  Dean  must  have  poise,  enthusiasm,  communication  skills,  and  the  ability  to  lead  by  building 
consensus  and  working  cooperatively  with  students,  faculty,  parents  and  trustees  to  achieve  the 
School's  mission.  We  seek  candidates  who  possess  a  Master's  degree  or  higher  and  have  significant 
experience  in  a  relevant  educational  environment  (i.e.  7+  years  experience  working  in  an  educa¬ 
tional  environment,  with  boarding  school  experience  preferred).  Qualified  candidates  will  also  have 
administrative  experience  as  well  as  a  strong  interest  and  experience  in  managing  issues  of  multicul¬ 
turalism  and  diversity. 


Contact:  John  Packard,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  (978)  725-6263 


THE  DUDLEY  INN 


Located  near  Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  Dudley  St. 
Newly  renovated  single  occupancy  rooms  for  single 
individuals.  Available  late  November  2001. 
Furnished  rooms,  share  kitchen  and  bath,  manager 
on-site,  all  utilities  included  in  rental  rate. 

Now  accepting  applications  at  434  Dudley  Street, 
Roxbury.  Income  can  not  exceed  $29,400  annually. 
Application  hours:  Saturday  12:00  noon  -  4:00  p.m. 
Wednesday  &  Thusday  4:00  p.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 

For  info  call  617-442-0297 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  mu*i  mousing 

4  OPPORTUNITY 


COLONIAL  VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 

Housing  for  Elderly  1-2  bedroom  units 
Wall  to  wall  carpet.  Air  Conditioned 
Emergency  &  Security  Systems. 
Utilities  included. 

For  qualified  applicants: 

Moderate  rents  $498  -  $585 
Market  rents  $730- $850 


For  application  call  (781)  337-2777 

Financed  by  MA  Housing  Finance  Agency 
Units  available  on  open  occupancy  basis 


CHINATOWN  PASSPORT 
PROGRAM 


Come  be  a  part  of  a  family 
program  for  children  under  12 
years  old  AND  their  parents  for  an 
annual  rate  of  only  $1 00.00! 

Saturdays  &  Sundays  1:00  to  4:00  PM 


We  Offer 
OPool  time 
OBadminton 
OGym  time 


OPing  Pong 
OComputer  Lab  time 
And  more! 


Contact  Leslie  Yee  at 
(617)  426-2237  or 
lyee@ymcaboston.  ora 


$15.00  savings  with  this 
advertisement  for  new  applicants! 


Wang  YMCA 
8  Oak  Street  West 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Inquire  within  about  available  scholarships 


LOCAL  NEWS 


The  Sampan  January  4,  2002  P.  6 


Forum  on  Gender/Employment: 
Equality  and  Empowerment 


By  Chen  Z  u 

Are  you  being  discriminated  against 
at  your  job  because  you're  a 
woman?  How  do  you  feel  about  it? 
How  do  you  deal  with  it?  How  can  we 
empower  our  community  and  ourselves 
to  promote  gender  equality  in  the  work¬ 
place? 

Wanting  to  find  answers  to  these 
questions,  researchers,  advocates,  artists, 
writers,  and  therapists  joined 
Gender/ Employment:  Equality  and 
Empowerment,  a  forum  organized  by  the 
Asian  American  Artists  Roundtable 
Series  of  Malden  on  Dec.  8.  Their  goal:  to 
understand  gender  issues  in  the  context 
of  employment  equality  and  to  help 
search  for  creative  ways  to  empower  our 
community  and  ourselves. 

Sand  T,  an  artist  and  indepen¬ 
dent  curator,  and  Richard  Cheng,  a  social 
worker  and  local  activist,  headed  the 


that  employers  who  are  sensitive  to  preg¬ 
nancies  can  help  the  health  of  women  in 
the  workplace  and  their  home.  He  also 
linked  sex  equality  to  the  Asian  American 
community:  "We  believe  that  these  issues 
must  be  addressed  in  order  to  lessen  iso¬ 
lation  and  marginalization,  promote 
health  in  the  Asian  American  community 
and  build  a  stronger  Asian  community 
that  will  be  more  involved  in  the  main¬ 
stream  and  democratic  processes  of 
America." 

Also  at  the  forum  was  Kenneth 
An,  an  Asian  Liaison  Coordinator  for  the 
Boston  Area  Office  of  the  United  States 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission.  Because  of  understands  fed¬ 
eral  laws  and  administrative  services 
offered  by  the  Boston  Area  Office  of  the 
EEOC,  he  was  able  to  tell  others  at  the 
meeting  how  to  recognize  employment 
sex  discrimination. 

Also  at  the  meeting  was  Tom  Lun-nap 
Chung,  the  Director  of  Research  at 


/ 


Forum  attendees  discuss  workplace  sex  discrimination 


the  forum  at  the  Great  Wall  Center  in 
Malden. 

"Our  goal  is  to  enhance  our 
understanding  of  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  social  problems...,"  said  Richard 
Cheng.  "It  is  ...easier  for  us  to  begin  by 
putting  the  microscope  on  ourselves,  our 
community  and  our  city  to  help  shed 
some  light  on  the  topic  and  hopefully  we 
will  enhance  the  understanding  our  own 
feelings  and  biases  thereof." 

Cheng  is  a  licensed  independent 
clinical  social  worker,  a  psychotherapist, 
and  the  Executive  Director  for  Great 
Wall  Center,  Inc.,  which  provides  coun¬ 
seling  and  educational  services  for 
Chinese  men  who  want  to  stop  abusing 
their  wives  and  children. 

During  the  forum  he  pointed 
out  that  though  females  and  males  now 
work  as  supervisors  and  a  subordinates, 
work  is  still  need  to  be  done  to  help 
pregnant  woman  on  the  job.  Pregnancy 
can  create  a  developmental  crisis  both  at 
work  and  at  the  home  front,  said  Cheng, 


Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Elder 
Affairs.  He  wrote  research  reports  on 
Asian  Americans  issues,  including  hate 
crimes,  the  glass  ceiling,  political  and 
economic  participation,  and  settlement 
patterns.  He  discussed  Asian  Americans' 
job  roles  from  the  pre-WWII  era  through 
the  1980's.  He  talked  about  the  rising 
Asian  American  population,  the  calling 
for  scientist  and  engineering  jobs,  and 
the  emerging  Asian  market. 

Others  comments  at  the  forum 
came  from  Vyvyane  Loh,  author  of  the 
novel  "Breaking  the  Tongue,"  and 
Sanchita  Sengupta,  a  recruiter  and 
human  resources  worker  at 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  Loh 
shared  her  experience  as  an  Asian 
woman  writer  who  has  to  work  "extra 
hard"  in  this  male-dominated  field,  and 
Sengupta  gave  an  overview  of  adminis¬ 
trative  services  of  the  Human  Resource 
department  at  MGH  and  discussed  preg¬ 
nancy  discrimination. 
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Crime,  Centerfolds,  Discussed  at 
Jan.  2  Safety  Committee  Meeting 

he  Crime  rate  (for  December)  went  down  50%  in  Chinatown  compared  to 
X  last  year,"  said  Boston  Police  Patrolman  Frank  Walsh  about  Chinatown- 
area  crime  at  the  Jan.  2  Chinatown  Safety  Committee  meeting. 

According  to  police  statistics,  in  December  of  2000,  police  reported  10 
part  one,  or  violent,  crimes.  In  2001,  only  five  were  reported. 

Walsh  also  said  that  six  johns,  2  pimps  and  11  prostitutes  were  arrested 
last  month  in  Chinatown  and  its  bordering  districts.  Walsh  and  Boston  Police 
Department  Sergeant  Tom  Lema  said  that  a  recent  rise  in  fines  for  prostitution 
crimes  and  the  cold  weather  has  probably  helped  decrease  the  number  of  hookers 
in  the  area.  They  also  discussed  the  frustration  of  seeing  the  same  people  arrested 
multiple  times. 

"I  hope  these  $1,000  and  $2,000  fines  will  make  a  difference  in  prostitu¬ 
tion.  Hopefully,  we  won't  see  these  same  faces  arrested  three  or  four  times  over," 
said  Lema. 

"We'll  see  how  these  things  are  in  the  spring  (when  the  weather  is 
warmer),"  said  Walsh. 

Committee  members  also  talked  about  the  recent  closing  of  two  illegal 
massage  parlors  in  Chinatown  and  Centerfolds,  the  recently  opened  strip  club  on 
La  Grange  Street  in  Chinatown. 

One  committee  member  voiced  concerns  about  a  recent  newspaper  story 
telling  of  sports  stars  going  to  the  strip  joint. 

"This  is  very  hurtful  to  the  community,"  said  the  committee  member. 

One  member  said  he  feared  the  club  would  become  "bachelor  party  city." 
He  and  other  members  stressed  the  need  to  oppose  the  club. 

Another  club,  this  one  not  a  strip  joint,  also  was  discussed  by  committee 
members.  Dino's,  a  night  club  that  was  shut  down  over  the  summer  because  of 
zoning  violations,  will  go  to  the  licensing  board  on  Jan.  22  at  9:30  a.m.  to  seek  a 
zoning  variance  to  reopen. 

"We  need  to  make  a  presence  there,"  said  one  committee  member.  Some 
members  worry  that  if  the  place  reopens  it  will  attract  crime  and  prostitution. 

—Adam  Smith 


Boston  Water  and 
Sewer  Commission 

980  Harrison  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02119 
(617)  989-7000 

Vincent  G.  Mannering 
Executive  Director 


The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  will  have  representatives  from  the 
office  of  Community  Services  at  the  following  neighborhood  location: 

PLACE:  CCBA 

90  Tyler  Street 
CHINATOWN 

DATE:  .  .  . .  . ~ 

Thursday,  January  10,  2002  10:00  AM  -  12:00  PM 


Our  customer  representative  will: 

♦  Accept  payments  (check  or  money  order  ONLY,  no  cash 
please) 

♦  Process  elderly  or  disabled  discount  forms 

♦  Resolve  hilling  or  service  complaints 

♦  Schedule  the  installation  of  outside  reading  devices,  meter 
tests  and  special  meter  readings 

♦  Arrange  payment  plans  for  delinquent  accounts 

f 

Should  you  require  further  information,  nlea'-e  call  Thomas  R.  Bagiev. 

Manager  of  Community  Services,  at  (617)  989-7000. 
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The  Early  Dawn  of  the  Millennium 


By  Fred  Chin 

Universally,  peoples  since  ancient 
times  have  had  a  sensitivity  for 
new  millennial  activities.  Arriving 
at  the  end  or  the  beginning  of  a  new 
millennium,  the  unfamiliar  are  expected 
to  bring  large-scale  social  changes.  This 
type  of  sensitivity  sees  the  activities 
ushering  in  the  21st  century  as 
seedlings  of  changes  that  will  grow.  No 
one  yet  knows  what  on  Earth  they  will 
grow  into,  but  they  sure  will  affect 
everyone  in  common.  These  future 
changes  may  last  ten  centuries,  if  not 
the  next  century.  It  is  the  Great  Way  - 
Ta  Dao  -  by  Chinese  cosmic  thinking, 
human  and  natural,  therefore  universal. 
Translated  into  basic  human  language 
this  millennial  maxim  is  the  same  for 
everyone:  whatever  we  do,  or  do  not 
do,  as  a  people  each  year,  our  children 
will  inherit  it  as  their  children's  destiny. 

The  first  year  of  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry,  2001,  was  a  full,  awesome,  exciting, 
and  portentous  year  for  societies  every¬ 
where.  A  tightly  woven  Earth  showed 
that  it  can  be  more  colorful  than  that  of 
the  last  century,  when  peoples  were  less 
connected.  It  is  recognizable  that  the 
full  year  was  a  worldly  accumulation  of 
at  least  two  centuries  of  social  weaving 
—  global  and  domestic  —  gone  awry. 

It  brings  to  mind  the  Confucian  goals  of 
the  Great  Way:  Han  xia  wei  gong  -  uni¬ 
versal  good  for  everyone.  In  many 
ways,  it  is  a  privilege  to  witness 
momentous,  and  unexpected,  social 
changes  in  a  very  brief  time.  Peoples 
everywhere  confront  another  maxim: 
change  is  life's  constant,  inevitable  and 
common. 

Protocol  Changes 

In  January  2001,  the  inaugura¬ 
tion  in  a  leading  democracy  ushered  in 
an  important  global  awareness  for  elec¬ 
toral  politics  and  judicial  authority  that 
defeated  voters'  mandate.  The  votes 
from  Florida's  ethnic  minorities,  includ¬ 
ing  those  from  a  small  number  of  Israeli 
Americans,  cast  spotlights  on  the  crucial 
count  from  voters  living  at  the  social 
margin  and  from  Americans  with  dual 
citizenship.  Asian  Pacific  Americans 
saw  their  largest  turn  out  at  the 
November  2000  voting  booths:  a  semi¬ 
nal  contribution  to  the  win  or  lose 
future  elections.  And,  more  Asian  can¬ 
didates  were  on  the  ballots  for  public 
offices  in  the  2001  election,  from  New 
York  City  to  San  Francisco,  and  here  in 
Boston.  These  are  good  signs. 

In  April,  an  American  spy 
plane  that  ended  up  in  China  ushered 
in  the  21st  Century's  first  large-scale 
cyber  war,  mostly  between  the  Chinese 
and  American  hackers.  Not  an  official 
war,  but  one  between  virtual  peoples, 
in  reality.  The  hackers  helped  improve 
computer  security  in  reality,  and  kept 
the  computer  economy  afloat  for  a  time, 
virtually.  Damages,  valued  in  billions 
on  both  continents,  were  the  sum  in 
millions  of  outdated  systems  plus  mil¬ 
lions  to  install  the  latest  generation  of 
wiring.  Time  will  tell  if  this  improved 
security  is  virtual  or  real.  Future  logic 
and  arithmetic  wiring  in  human  brains 
will  surely  need  more  fine-tuning.  Such 
a  technological  and  political  fiasco  did 
crank  a  new,  unromantic,  but  realistic 
trans-Pacific  diplomacy. 

In  September,  the  United  States 
officially  boycotted  the  United  Nations 
Conference  on  Racism  held  at  Durban, 


South  Africa.  Durban,  in  history,  was 
the  social  setting  during  the  last  two 
decades  of  the  1800s  where  the  British 
educated,  bare-chested  lawyer 
Mahatma  Gandhi  championed  Indian 
laborers  against  British  racial  and  eco¬ 
nomic  bigotries.  This  transformed  into 
deadly  protests  from  Egypt  to  Vietnam 
that,  by  the  mid  1900s,  officially  erased 
presumptions  of  superiority  of  the 
white  race.  Non-violence  became  brutal 
civil  struggles.  U.S.  absence  in  2001  at 
Durban  gave  varied  meanings  to  differ¬ 
ent  peoples  controlling  the  premises  of 
political  oppression.  A  resulting  com¬ 
mon  understanding  is  that  racism  in 
America  will  be  an  ongoing  public  issue 
chalked  at  best  as  a  work  in  progress. 
Going  by  recent  voices  from  Durban, 
not  just  in  this  country  but  also  around 
the  world,  race  will  remain  a  burning 
public  preoccupation  calling  for  a  uni¬ 
versal  resolution.  A  universal  resolu¬ 
tion  calls  for  responsibility  from  every 
person.  It  becomes  obvious  that  a  com¬ 
munity  cannot  rely  on  elected  authority 
to  deal  with  the  racists  among  us. 
Among  Asians,  every  Asian  is  called  to 
be  aware  of  our  own  racist  feelings 
against  fellow  Asians. 

The  fiery  9-11  affair  is  called  a 
war,  has  all  the  firepower  of  war,  but 
yet  war  cannot  be  officially  declared. 
National  protocol  requires  a  govern¬ 
ment  to  declare  war  before  a  large-scale 
military  assault  on  another  country  or  a 
people,  but  that  cannot  be  done. 

Should  Congress  have  declared  war, 
the  families  who  lost  lives  and  the  busi¬ 
nesses  that  lost  profits  and  property 
would  not  have  been  able  collect 
indemnity  from  their  casualty  insurance 
policies.  This  is  only  a  minor  but  glar¬ 
ing  public  conflict  in  the  changing 
shape  of  how  one  industry  in  an  inter¬ 
connected  economy  legally  constricts 
international  politics.  But  that  is  not 
enough  cause  to  legally  prevent  politi¬ 
cians,  commanders,  and  pundits  to  talk 
about  the  coming  American  "imperi- 
um." 

Like  a  Phoenix  rising  more 
beautiful  from  the  ashes,  prophetic  talks 
have  revived  before  and  after  9-11 
about  "The  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion."  Sacred  to  some,  desecration  for 
many,  the  manifesto  is  considered  a 
doctrinal  product  of  Judeo-Christian 
cults.  Because  there  is  shame,  blame, 
secrecy,  and  even  conspiracy  about  this 
document,  its  origin  and  its  latest  use 
are  in  dispute.  For  the  rich  and  exclu¬ 
sive  men  among  the  Western  illuminati 
for  at  least  200  years  this  document  is 
considered  the  guiding  light  to  power 
and  prosperity.  The  social  ideals  in 
"The  Communist  Manifesto"  by  Marx 
and  Engels,  allegedly,  are  copies  of  the 
Protocols.  Though  it  reads  like  a  fanta¬ 
sy,  a  prototype  of  Fu  Man  Chu,  one  will 
better  appreciate  and  understand  world 
civilization  as  they  are  after  one  reads 
the  24  methods,  called  Protocols,  for 
world  domination. 

Years  of  fighting  among  and 
between  Jews,  Christians  and 
Mohammedans,  bombarding  the  world 
may  sound  like  schoolyard  tantrums. 
There  is  more  to  it  than  that.  The  larger 
schemes  of  Occidental  traditions  -  law, 
war,  farnily,  work,  education,  and  taxa¬ 
tion  -  are  designs  from  the  Protocols  for 
world  societies  to  go  awry  so  that 
tyrants  may  rule  tyrants.  This  tyranny 
has  raided  peoples  for  200  years.  In 
theaters  now,  Tolkien's  dark  and  face¬ 


less  Lords  in  the  "Fellowship  of  the 
Ring"  are  characters  from  the  Protocols 
whose  values  and  goal  is  to  create  one 
supra-govemment  on  Earth.  Speaking 
of  movies,  the  production  "From  Hell," 
at  the  theaters  right  after  9-11,  about 
Jack  the  Ripper  in  the  days  of  Victorian 
high  society,  told  the  story  of  the 
Protocols  working  at  eminent  heights. 

Protocol  Shifts 

Kofi  Annan,  United  Nations 
General  Secretary,  accepting  the  2001 
Centennial  Nobel  Peace  Prize,  says:  If 
today,  after  the  horror  of  September  11, 
we  see  better  and  we  see  further,  we 
will  realize  that  humanity  is  indivisible. 
New  threats  make  no  distinction 
between  races,  nations  or  regions.  A 
new  insecurity  has  entered  every  mind, 
regardless  of  wealth  or  status.  The  idea 
that  there  is  one  people  in  possession  of 
the  truth,  one  answer  to  the  world's  ills, 
or  one  solution  to  humanity's  needs, 
has  done  untold  harm  throughout  his¬ 
tory  —  especially  in  the  last  century. 

Each  of  us  has  the  right  to  take  pride  in 
our  particular  faith  or  heritage.  But  the 
notion  that  what  is  ours  is  necessarily  in 
conflict  with  what  is  theirs  is  both  false 
and  dangerous.  The  obstacles  to 
democracy  have  little  to  do  with  culture 
or  religion,  and  much  more  to  do  with 
the  desire  of  those  in  power  to  maintain 
their  position  at  any  cost.  This  is  nei¬ 
ther  a  new  phenomenon  nor  one  con¬ 
fined  to  any  particular  part  of  the 
world.  People  of  all  cultures  value  their 
freedom  of  choice,  and  feel  the  need  to 
have  a  say  in  decisions  affecting  their 
lives.  In  this  new  century,  we  must 
start  from  the  understanding  that  peace 
belongs  not  only  to  states  or  peoples, 
but  to  each  and  every  member  of  those 
communities. 

Annan's  ideas  for  the  21st 
Century  are  of  a  macro  awareness  that 
slowly  transform  into  common  cultural 
paradigms.  Much  hard  work  is  needed 
to  synchronize  such  macro  social  expec¬ 
tations  to  improve  micro  human  condi¬ 
tion.  At  the  micro  community  level, 
every  person's  consciousness  needs  to 
become  common  practices  that  mobilize 
peoples  for  large-scale  social  transfor¬ 
mation. 

When  Asians  feel  culturally 
confused  about  the  daily  discrepancies 
between  Occidental  values  and  behav¬ 
iors,  it  is  because  there  are  deliberate 
workings  that  kept  all  peoples,  not  just 
Asians,  morally  confused.  These  work¬ 
ings  make  big  public  shows  in  forms  of 
threatening  cultural  discrepancies 
between  the  Orient  and  the  Occident  as 
if  real  moral  differences  are  unreal,  to 
be  expeditiously  eradicated.  They  pro¬ 
mote  cultural  diversions  that  kept  pub¬ 
lic  minds  off  real  moral  problems  of 
Occidentalism.  The  "humanitarian 
war"  was  one  of  them.  Such  oxymoron 
is  designed  to  keep  all  ordinary  peoples 
distracted  and  confused.  America  has 
been  appointed  leader  of  these  cultural 
protocols  manifesting  among  statesmen 
whose  official  actions  do  not  conform  to 
their  public  promises.  Large  food 
parcels  in  Afghanistan  are  delivered 
with  gigantic  bombs  so  that  a  generous 
Provider  is  feared  as  the  powerful 
Destroyer.  This  is  consistent  with  the 
Messianic  code  presenting  the 
Benefactor  as  the  Savior.  Such  values 
are  the  same  as  the  aggressive  distribu¬ 
tion  of  "bible  sandwiches"  where  poor 
and  hungry  Asians  are  fed  industrial 


food  to  bribe  their  conversion  just  to 
boost  statistical  numbers.  Though  the 
ultimate  victims  look  Asian,  all  taxpay¬ 
ers  in  the  West  suffer  immediate  degra¬ 
dation  for  the  spread  of  false  social  care. 

Stewing  cultural  grievances 
worldwide  need  to  heal  within  this 
decade  and  not  in  another  century.  The 
December  2001  Nobel  Prize  in 
Literature  awarded  to  Sir  V.S.  Naipaul 
appears  to  signal  the  West's  readiness 
to  acknowledge  engineered  indignities 
of  past  political  and  cultural  aggres¬ 
sions.  The  Prize  initiates  recognition  for 
the  new  genre  of  Asian  voices  speaking 
common  languages  people  can  listen 
and  understand.  However,  a  superfi¬ 
cial  scrutiny  confirms  Asian  suspicion 
of  the  Nobel  Prize  as  a  new  political 
protocol  of  softer  designs  to  shape  and 
stay  voices  of  cultural  dissent. 

When  Asians  are  suspicious 
that  social  permission  is  needed  to 
speak  loud  and  clear,  this  Literature 
Prize  confirms  it.  Naipaul  wrote  elo¬ 
quently  about  this  social  pressure  for 
cultural  conversion  requiring  Asians  to 
silence  historical  memory  and  ancestral 
tradition.  This  shows  when  Gao  Xing 
Jian  in  2000  was  awarded  the  Prize  as  a 
French  national,  not  a  Chinese;  Naipaul 
is  recognized  as  a  British  writer  and  not 
as  a  Trinidad  native  from  Hindu  Indian 
ancestry  of  the  Brahmin  caste. 

The  citation  for  Naipaul  the 
Asian  reads:  For  having  united  percep¬ 
tive  narrative  and  incorruptible  scrutiny 
in  works  that  compel  us  to  see  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  suppressed  histories.  In  the 
same  breath  said  at  the  ceremony.  Sir 
Vidia  is  rewarded  because  "Naipaul  has 
praised  the  West  for  having  recognized 
the  right  to  individual  endeavour  and 
for  its  diffidence.  The  core  of  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  European  civilisation  is  that  it 
was  only  one  of  the  alternative  cultures 
that  made  it  possible  for  him  to  become 
a  writer." 

This  split  logic  is  what  Naipaul 
refers  to  as  "colonial  schizophrenia." 

He  regards  this  split  as  a  "colonial 
shame  and  fantasy"  of  the  West.  In  "A 
Turn  In  The  South,"  he  wrote  about  this 
cultural  health  of  Dixie  America  resem¬ 
bling  the  global  post-colonial  mentality 
where  "the  powerless  lie  about  them¬ 
selves,  and  lie  to  themselves,  since  it  is 
their  only  resource."  Naipaul  gives  the 
name  "The  Mimic  Men,"  detailed  in  the 
book,  to  these  powerless.  He  does  not 
mean  Asian  men  who  color  their  black 
hair  blond  or  peoples  who  internalize 
cultural  racism  against  Asians.  In  his 
speech  at  Stockholm,  Sweden,  he 
explained  the  mimics  to  be  "colonial 
men  mimicking  the  condition  of  man¬ 
hood,  men  who  had  grown  to  distrust 
everything  about  themselves." 

Many  of  us,  like  Naipaul,  live 
with  fractured  uncertainties  from  gen¬ 
der,  ethnic,  professional,  social,  sexual, 
religious,  and  national  plurality.  Age 
69,  he  grew  from  an  indentured  planta¬ 
tion  society  to  become  an  Oxford  edu¬ 
cated  English-speaking  Knight  with 
Brahmin  Indian  blood  in  his  veins.  Yet, 
his  inspiration  to  write  began  with  an 
insight  becoming  his  literary  theme  that 
treated  his  formal  education  as  false 
learning.  His  formal  education  has 
been  a  universal  system.  An  education 
that  is  false  for  one  person  is  false  for 
everyone. 

Happy  New  Year! 
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Chinese  Opera  Performer  Coming  To  CCAE 

Ghaffar  Pourazar  is  one  of  the  very  few  "foreigners"  to  master  the  Beijing  Opera 


By  Liang  Qu 


Hardly  anyone  gives  up 
a  well-paying  career 
to  travel  half-way 
around  the  world  to  pursue 
another  one  with  no  signifi¬ 
cant  future.  But  this  was 
exactly  the  case  for  Ghaffar 
Pourazar.  The  then  30-year- 
old  saw  his  first  Beijing 
Opera  in  England,  and  was 
automatically  hooked. 

"I  couldn't  think  of 
anything  else  afterwards," 
he  muses.  "So  I  went  back- 
stage  and  met  with  them 
(thfe  actors)." 

Many  shows,  and 
years  of  diligent  training 
later,  Pourazar  is  now 
renowned  as  one  of  the 
very  few  "foreigners"  to 
master  the  artistry  of 
Beijing  Opera. 

Born  in  Iran, 
Pourazar  emigrated  to 
England  at  the  age  of  13. 

He  held  a  career  in  comput¬ 
er  animation  before  leaving 


to  train  at  the  Beijing  Opera 
School  on  invitation  and 
scholarship.  It  was  at  the 
school  that  he  acquired  flu¬ 
ency  in  Mandarin  Chinese, 
and  the  artistry  of  the 
Warrior  portrayal  in  opera 
performance. 

"The  training  was 
very  hard,"  Pourazar 
remembers.  "The  first  two 
years  I  went  to  sleep  every 
night  with  a  fever  because 
the  conditions  were  so  hor¬ 
rible." 

But  despite  the 
miserable  environment, 
Pourazar  trouped  on  and 
has  since  earned  the  respect 
of  colleagues  and  audiences 
alike  for  his  portrayal  of  the 
Monkey  King,  a  classic 
Warrior  role  in  the  Beijing 
Opera. 

These  days, 

Pourazar  travels  between 
the  continents  entertaining 
the  masses  with  his  skills 
while  simultaneously  teach¬ 
ing  a  bit  of  the  tradition  of 
Beijing  Opera. 

"I  sometimes  put 


my  makeup  on  onstage 
while  telling  the  audience 
of  the  procedure.  Then 
sometimes  I  get  a  few  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  audience,  and 
teach  them  to  do  a  few 
movements." 

These  efforts, 
including  being  the  first 
person  to  bring  the  art  of 
Beijing  Opera  to  his  home¬ 
land  of  Iran,  are  to  bring 
people  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  Asian  arts.  "They 
enjoyed  it  a  lot,"  he  said.  "It 
was  something  new  and 
different.  They  have  never 
seen  it  before." 

In  the  coming 
days,  Pourazar  will  per¬ 
form  shows  and  conduct 
master  classes  at  the 
Cambridge  Center  for 
Adult  Education  (Jan.ll- 
13  )  as  well  as  work  with 
Behind  the  Mask  Theatre's 
"Mask  Master,"  Eric 
Bornstein,  to  create  the 
"Monkey  King  Tales:  A 
Chinese  Folk  Epic"  (Feb.  23 
and  24). 


The  latter  show  is  a 
retelling  of  the  classic  leg¬ 
end  of  the  Monkey  King, 
Sun  Wu  Kong,  an  enchant¬ 
ed  primate  who  brings 
havoc  upon  the 
heavens. 

"We 

made  up  a  few 
characters,  like 
the  Peach 
Maiden,  as  we 
went  along,"  said 
Bornstein  of  this 
version  of  the  tale. 

"I've  been 

doing  a  lot  of  reading 
of  all  the  Monkey  King 
stories.  It's  very  interest¬ 
ing,"  he  said. 

"I'm  very  excited 
about  this." 


For  more  info  about  the 
two  shows,  call  [6171 
547-67888,  Ext  l 
Tickets:  S4-S8  for 
shows;  S15  for  class. 


CALENDAR 

meetings 

The  next  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  Meeting  is  Jan.  22  at  6  p.m. 
at  125  Harrison  Ave.  A  Liberty  Place  presentation  will  be  at  6:30  or  7  p.m. 

The  next  Chinatown  Safety  Meeting  is  Feb.  6  at  10:30  a.m.  at  the 
Doubletree  Hotel  conference  room  at  821  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

The  US  Pan  Asian  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  conference  is  Jan.  17, 
9  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  Aquent*,  711  Boylston  St.,  Boston;  (617)  535-5000.  The 
event  is  for  Asian  American  business  communities  to  meet  and  build 
strategies  for  business  growth.  For  more  info,  visit  www.uspaacc.com. 

A  Public  Meeting  for  Kensington  Place,  a  proposed  300  unit  apartment, 
is  Jan.  14,  6:30  p.m.  at  Posner  Hal,  Tufts  University,  200  Harrison  Ave. 

arts 

"A  Chinatown  Banquet  Exhibit"  runs  through  Feb.  17  at  the  International 
Institute  of  Boston's  Dreams  of 
Freedom  Museum,  Chiu  Gallery, 

One  Milk  St.,  Boston.  The  show 
is  made  up  of  works  by  artists, 
commQnity  activists  and  high 
school  students  and  explores  the 
forces  that  shaped  and  influ¬ 
enced  Boston's  Chinatown.  Call 
(617)  482-2380,  Ext.  204. 

Hua  Hua  Zhang  (pictured  right)  will 
perform  her  "East  Meets  West" pup¬ 
pet  show,  Jan.  19  and  20  at  1  and  3 
part  at  the  Puppet  Showplace 
Theatre  in  Brookline  Village, 

Brookline.  Zhang  will  use  mari¬ 
onettes,  string  puppets,  rod  puppets, 
hand  puppets  and  masks  in  her 
show,  which  combines  traditional 
Chinese  puppetry  with  Western 
puppetry.  For  more  info,  call  (617) 

731.6400.  or  visit  www.puppetshow- 
place.org.  Tickets  $8. 


NOTICE; 

The  Lutheran  Social  Services  of  New  England  is  look¬ 
ing  for  foster  parents  for  a  Chinese  teen  who  recently 
arrived  to  New  England.  Call  (617)  964-7220. 


BSO  Presents  Community 
Concert  in  Chinatown  j  an.  27 

_  embers  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  will  perform  a  free  chamber 
music  concert  on  Jan.  27,  at  3  p.m.  at  St.  James  Cathedral,  125  Harrison 
Avenue,  Chinatown.  The  hour-long  program  will  include  Penderecki's  quar¬ 
tet  for  clarinet  and  strings;  Respighi's  II  Tramonto  for  mezzo-soprano  and  string 
quartet;  and  Beethoven's  String  Quartet  Op.  59,  No.  3.  Rreservations  are  recom¬ 
mended.  Call  the  BSO's  Education  and  Community  Programs  Office  at  (61 7)  638- 
9300.  A  reception  to  meet  the  musicians  will  follow  the  show. 


Public  Meeting 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

Will  host  a  public  meeting 
Monday,  January  14th,  2002  at  6:30  p.m. 

At 

Posner  Hall,  Tufts  University 

200  Harrison  Avenue 

regarding  the  proposed 
Residences  at  Kensington  Place  Project 

(Washing  Street  between  Boylston  and  LaGrange) 

Submitted  by: 

Kensington  Investment  Company 

The  developer  proposes  to  construct  300  units  of  rental  housing  with 

327  parking  spaces. 

Copies  of  the  proposal  may  be  viewed  at  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  9th  Floor,  Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
Monday-Friday  9:00  AM  -  5:00  PM 

Public  comments  should  be  submitted  by  January  22,  2002. 

Mail  to:  Heidi  Burbidge,  BRA,  Boston  City  Hall,  9,h  Floor,  One  City 
Hall  Square,  Boston.  MA  022 1 0. 

Fax  to:  (617)  742-4464.  E-mail  to  Heidi,  Burbidge. BRA <7,ci. boston. 
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University  of  Massachusetts  Boston 

Enroll 
now 

UMass 
Boston 


jdrjxtrsoKcil 
or jrojtrs tonal 


S 


rowtk. 

undergraduate 

graduate 

corporate  & 

continuing 

education 


i  evenings 

i  weekends 

i  Boston  Harbor 
Campus  and 
off-campus  sites 
in  Bedford, 
Braintree,  Copley 
Square  Boston, 
Plymouth,  and 
Westborough 

i  on-line  web- 
based  classes 


m 

UMASS 

BOSTON 


Classes  in  Boston 
begin  January  28. 


for  more  information,  call  or  click 

617.287.6000 

www.umb.edu 
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Spring  Valley  Homes 

fufi$  West  Roxbury,  Morrell  Street  &l_aurie 
Avenue  » 
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Millennium  Park  ° 

David  Raftery  SK  (61 7)  469-1868, 
Design  Villas  Limited  Partnership,  P.O.Box  135 
Roslindale,  MA  02131 
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J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  -  Eastman  -  Waring 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

KENNETH  F.  BENNETT 
FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 
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(617)536-4110  1-800-344-7526  (617)472-1137 


Wellesley-Sudbury-f  all  River-  576  Hancock  St. 

Lynn-Fairhaven-Dartmouth-  (MOBILfftfflyfiJ^® ) 
ICVA/f  n  c  New  Bedford-Framinflham- 

waterman  &o0ns  Peabody-Norwood-Marblehead  Deware  I'uncra!  Home 


495  Commonwealth  Ave 
(KENMORE  «U®il<5) 


Notice  of  Public  Meetings 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

will  host  two(2)  public  meetings  regarding  the 

LIBERTY  PLACE  Project 

660  Washington  Street  and 
11-13, 15-17  and  19-21  Essex  Street 
Boston,  MA 

submitted  by: 

Charles  E.  Smith  Residential  & 

1025  Hancock  Street,  Inc. 

A  Draft  Project  Impact  Report  (DPIR)  was  filed  with  the  BRA  on 
December  7.  2001.  The  developers  propose  a  multi-story  market- 
rate  and  affordable  apartment  building  containing  a  total  of  468 
apartments  as  well  as  structured  parking  above  and  below  grade. 

Tuesda  y,  January 22.  2002. \  6:00 p.m. 

At  St.  James  Church 
125 Harrison  Avenue,  Boston,  MA 
Co-hosted  by  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 

AND 

Tuesday \  January 29,  2002, .  5:30p.m. 

At  the  Doubletree  Hotel  Boston-Downtown 
821  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
Co-hosted  by  the  Park  Plaza  Civic  Advisory  Committee 


Copies  of  the  DPIR  may  be  viewed  at  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA),  9th  Floor,  Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
Monday-Friday  9:00  AM-5:00  PM. 

Public  comments  in  writing  should  be  submitted  to 
David  Hanifin  at  the  BRA  by  February  20,  2002. 
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